
Do I know enough? OT as a wheelchair prescriber (15 mins)
Heather Purcell, O.T., University of Limerick

Me to You - Instructions for use (15 mins)
John Tiernan, Senior Clinical Engineer, Enable Ireland

Wheelchair seating equipment for children: parents and carers views (15 mins)
Gillian Taylor, O.T., UK

Exploring wheelchair users views on public transport - accessibility in an urban Irish context
Irina Jackson, O.T., University of Limerick (15 mins)

Seated Interface Pressures: Comparison of a flat seat and a saddle seat (15 mins)
Dr Jill Ramsey, UK

Managing temperature and humidity in wheelchair seating (45 mins)
Allen Siekman, Chief Executive, Siekman Consulting

Posti F Project AFM Paris (15 mins)
Sylvain van der Wassenhousen, O.T., France

Equal Rights for wheelchair users: Slovenia Model (15 mins)
Angela Rotar, O.T., Slovenia

Wheelchair loadings during tie-down and transportation (15 mins)
Dr Peter Watson, Principal Bio-engineer, Musgrave Park Hospital, Northern Ireland

Instrumental Analysis of clinical effectiveness - promedicare versa/adecta system
Rosaria Caforio & Daniela Biacchi, Rehabilitation Medicine, Italy (15 mins)

Single case study: An evaluation of the seating of a ventilator dependent adult male
Lynda Clarke, O.T., Northern Ireland (15 mins)

Pathology of seating and positioning in wheelchairs and pain of shoulder in paraplegic
Lia Vasickova, Czech Rep (15 mins)

Building blocks for an operational 24 hour postural management pathway
Elaine Murray, Manager, Seat Tech (15 mins)

Results of a seating audit within an Irish nursing home
Richard Kellowan, O.T., Canada (15 mins)

European Safety for wheelchair users in transport
Bob Appleyard, Unwin Safety Systems (60 mins)
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Successful power mobility through optimal programming
Jackie McAuley P.T., Sunrise Medical (1 hour)

To push or not to push: Power versus manual mobility
Mark Schmeler, University of Pittsburgh
Kendra Betz, Veterans Association (1 hour)

LUCE THEATRE

THURSDAY 17 SEPTEMBER
08.00 - 09.00 REGISTRATION AND COFFEE

PLENARY SESSION (McNEILL THEATRE)

08.30 - 09.15 SPEAKER: Dr. Paul Kubic
Pulmonologist, Gillette Children’s Speciality Healthcare, St Paul Minneapolis
“Breathing and Paediatric Neuromuscular Disorders”

09.30 - 10.30 SPEAKER: Mr. Damien McCormack
Orthopaedic Surgeon, Temple Street Children’s Hospital, Dublin
“Orthopaedic and non surgical interventions for non ambulant people with 
neuromuscular conditions”

10.30 - 11.30 SPEAKER: Dr Kay Ohlendeck Phd
Chair of Biology at the National University of Ireland, Maynooth
“Protemic Profiling of X-Linked Muscular Dystrophy”

11.30 - 12.15 EXHIBITION AND COFFEE

12.15 - 1.15 PARALLEL PAPER SESSIONS:

SYNGE THEATRE

McNEILL THEATRE

SALMON THEATRE

LUCE THEATRE

JOLY THEATRE

1.15 - 2.30 EXHIBITION AND LUNCH

1.45 - 2.15 EXHIBITOR PRESENTATIONS:

LUCE THEATRE SUNRISE MEDICAL
HAMILTON LTEE1 PROMEDICARE
HAMILTON LTEE2 COBI PDG
HAMILTON LTEE3 RSSCAN

2.30 - 4.30 WORKSHOPS    

For further information 
visit www.seating.ie
Phone: +353 1 854 2437  
Fax: +353 1 854 2379  
Email: info@seating.ie

Controlling the pelvis in seating
Allen Siekman, Chief Executive, Siekman Consulting (2 hours)

Wheelchair Design - Influence and Reactions
Bengt Engstrom, Physiotherapist, Director, Bengt Engstrom Seating (2 hours)

Physiologic relationship between posture, skin and function
Stephanie Tanguay, Clinical Education Specialist, Motion Concepts (1 hour)

Postural Support in Sit to Stand Wheelchairs
Dave Cooper, Rehabilitation Technologist, Sunny Hill (1 hour)

Power wheelchairs for children
Lauren Rosen, Physiotherapist., USA (2 hours)

Aging with a disability
Susan Johnson Taylor, O.T. (1 hour)

Maintaining dignity and function: Restraint free seating and positioning for the aging
population
Sheila Buck, O.T., Canada (1 hour)

FRIDAY 18th SEPTEMBER
OPEN DAY VISITS:

to the Central Remedial Clinic
www.crc.ie

11.00am - 1.00pm

(Please book in advance - 01 8542324)



Integrating interface pressure mapping into clinical practice 
Jo Anne Chisholm, O.T., Access Community Therapists, Canada (15 mins)

A clinical study on the use of pressure mapping to characterize seating posture of children
with cerebral palsy
John Tiernan, Senior Clinical Engineer, Enable Ireland (15 mins)

Ultrasound imaging - is it useful in seating assessment
May Stinson, O.T., University of Ulster (15 mins)

Implementation of clinical practice guidelines
Laura McClure, University of Pittsburg (45 mins)

Typical tilt in space behavious & the blood flow & pressure changes that occur with tilt
Sharon Sonblum, Georgia Tech (20 mins)

When to think abut lateral tilt and why
Stephanie Tanguay, Motion Concepts (20 mins)

Cervico Mandibular stabilsation in the managment of Dysarthria Atheoid Cerebral Palsy
T.S. Veeragourthamon, Prof of Physio, SRM University, Chennai (15 mins)

Communication Modes - A Technological Continuum
Muireann McCleary, SLT, Central Remedial Clinic (15 mins)

A discriminatory switch for Control of AT in the Presence of Spasticity
Dr. Jeff Morris, Cardiff and Vale NHS (15 mins)
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The Assessment is done - Where do I go from here?
Stephanie Laurence, OT Reg, Motion Concepts (1 hour)

Remaining sane in insane places: working effectively in todays health service
Paul O’Donoghue, Chief Psychologist, Central Remedial Clinic (1 hour)

Dynamic Seating (2 hours)
Wayne Hanson, President, Kids Up

Finding the Comfort Zone - Can pressure management equal comfort? (1 hour)
Sheila Buck, O.T., Canada

Combining Technologies for Pressure Management (1 hour)
Tricia Henley, Clinical Applications Manager, Roho &
Amy Meyer, Physiotherapist., Permobil

Beginning Powered Mobility (2 hours)
Roslyn Livingston, Occupational Therapist, Sunny Hill Centre for Children, Canada

Do you have your clients’ back? (1 hour)
Jackie McAuley, PT, ATP & Clinical Education & Training, Sunrise Medical

Seat slope, back height, camber, fendered guards - is the jury in or out? (1 hour)
Julianna Arva, Manager Sales and Education, Tilite
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SALMON THEATRE

LUCE THEATRE

McNEILL THEATRE

Nationwide Mobile Wheelchair and Seating Service
Emily Gooder, Professional Advisor, New Zealand (15 mins)

Providing Seating by Telehealth - How can it be done & how well does it work?
Ingrid Barlow, O.T., Canada (15 mins)

Systematic Development and outcome of a protocol for the provision of 
wheelchair service via telerehabilitation
Mark Schmeler (15 mins)

Uniting Nations in Wheelchair Service Provision Developed and Developing Worlds
Rosemary Gowran, Lecturer in OT, University of Limerick (15 mins)

Integrating AT and universal design
Bernard Timmins, D.I.T. (15 mins)

Smark Home Iris
Julija Ocepek, O.T., Slovenia (15 mins)

AT Solutions with restricted resources
Sean Loughran, AT Technician, Enable Ireland (15 mins)

Applying a universal design template in creating a novel assistive device
Kelly Kaneswaran, Engineer, Univerity of Limerick (15 mins)

Dynamic versus rigid seating systems in cerebral palsy: A quantitative comparison
Martino Avellis, Education and Business Development Manager (15 mins)

Sitting playfully
Will Wade, O.T., Ace Centre (15 mins)

Getting the most out of wheelchair users seating equipment even when 
the ideal is out of reach
Bart Van der Heyden, Director of European Training & Education, Roho (15 mins)

Wheelchairs: Users Perspectives
Vijay Suple, O.T., Canada (15 mins)

The Medical and Physiological Causes of Perceived Discomfort:
Jenny Lieberman, Advanced Clinical Specialist, Mount Sinai (60 mins)
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Functional mobility solutions for kids
Amy Meyer, Physiotherapist., Permobil (2 hours)

Goldsmith Indices of Body Symmetry
John & Liz Goldsmith (2 hours)

Seating and handling bariatric patients
Malene Pernille Alexandrowiz, O.T., Denmark (40 mins)

Seating and mobility assesement for bariatric clients both adult and paediatric
Jane Fontein, O.T., PDG & Kathy Fisher, Canada (80 mins)

When considering seating solutions where do off the shelf applications stop 
and where should custom shaping start?
Sharon Pratt, Director of Education, Sunrise Medical (2 hours)

MAXWELL THEATRE

SALMON THEATRE

JOLY THEATRE

12.30 - 2.30 EXHIBITION AND LUNCH

1.30 - 2.30 EXHIBITOR PRESENTATIONS:

1.30 - 2.00 2.00 - 2.30
LUCE THEATRE MMS MEDICAL Trulife
HAMILTON LTEE1 LECKEY TOOLS FOR LIVING
HAMILTON LTEE2 INVACARE MOTION CONCEPTS
HAMILTON LTEE3 POSSUM PDG

2.30 - 5.00 WORKSHOPS             
(3.30 - 4.00 COFFEE BREAK)

McNEILL THEATRE

MONDAY 14 SEPTEMBER
PRESYMPOSIUM FULL DAY COURSES

9.30 - 16.30 Powered Mobility for Younger Children 
Ginny Paleg

9.30 - 17.30 9.30 - 12.30: Seating, Mobility and Skin Considerations for the
Bariatric Client - Persons with a diagnosis of Obesity 

13.30 - 17.30: Multiple Sclerosis - Trying to meet the challenge: 
seating and mobility  for a progressive impairment

Jean Minkel
9.30 - 16.30 Seating for Function - Let’s Start with the Analysis 

Sharon Pratt
9.30 - 16.30 Advanced Skills and Training for Lightweight Manual Wheelchairs

Kendra Betz
9.30 - 16.30 Introduction to Educational Assistive Technologies 

Ann Jackson & Ciara Fitzsimons
9.30 - 16.30 Outcome Measures and Evidence Based Practice

Forum chaired by Mary McDonagh

TUESDAY 15 SEPTEMBER
08.00 - 09.00 REGISTRATION AND COFFEE

PLENARY SESSION (McNEILL THEATRE)

09.00 - 09.15 OPENING OF ESS 2009 - Simon Hall
Director of European Seating Symposium

09.15 - 09.30 OPENING ADDRESS -  Dr Owen Hensey
Medical Director, Central Remedial Clinic, Dublin.

09.30 - 10.30 KEYNOTE SPEAKER - Adré J. du Plessis, MBChB, MPH
Associate Professor of Neurology
“Mechanisms and manifestations of fetal and neonatal brain injury”

10.30 - 11.30 KEYNOTE SPEAKER - Bengt Engstrom
“Ergonomic Seating: A True Challenge”

11.30 - 12.00 EXHIBITION AND COFFEE

12.00 - 12.45 PARALLEL PAPER SESSIONS:

EVENING 

ENTERTAINMENT:

Reception in the 

State Apartments, 

Dublin Castle

7.00pm - 9.00pm

EVENING 

ENTERTAINMENT:

Entertainment 

in the Morgan Hotel,

Temple Bar

8pm til Late

Clinical Guidelines for Wheelchairs Assessments
Maria Amnell, Education Manager, ETAC, Sweden (45 mins)

12.45 - 2.30 EXHIBITION AND LUNCH

1.30 - 2.30 EXHIBITOR PRESENTATIONS:

1.30 - 2.00 2.00 - 2.30
LUCE THEATRE SUNRISE MEDICAL SPECIAL ORTHOTICS
HAMILTON LTEE1 MOBILITY PRODUCT SOLNS CRC MEDICAL
HAMILTON LTEE2 BODYPOINT OTTOBOCK
HAMILTON LTEE3 MOORINGS MEDIQUIP JOHN PRESTON LTD

2.30 - 5.00 WORKSHOPS
(3.30 - 4.00 COFFEE BREAK)

WEDNESDAY 16 SEPTEMBER
08.00 - 09.00 REGISTRATION AND COFFEE

PLENARY SESSION (McNEILL THEATRE)

09.00 - 09.45 SPEAKER: Matt S. Ramer, Phd
Associate Professor (Zoology/Neurosurgery)
“Sensory plasticity in spinal cord injury: of signals & filters”

09.45 - 10.30 SPEAKER: Leanne Ramer
Doctoral Trainee, Heart and Stroke Foundation of Canada
“Autonomic Dysfunction in Spinal Cord Injury: perils and progress”

10.30 - 11.30 EXHIBITION AND COFFEE

11.30 - 12.30 PARALLEL PAPER SESSIONS:

The Innovation Experience: Reflections and Practicalities of Developing 
an Adult Seating System
Dr Alison Porter Armstrong, Senior Lecturer, University of Ulster (15 mins)

Giving the products the clinical know how
Claire Wright, O.T., Clinical Research Manager, Leckey (15 mins)

Integrating Legislative, User and Clinical Perspectives
Dirk Dauw, Technical and Regulatory Affairs Director, Invacare (15 mins)

Life of a wheelchair - wheelchair business 101
Stephanie Lawrence, O.T., Motion Concepts (15 mins)


