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On behalf of the committee, I would like to welcome you to the 2nd hosting

of the European Seating Symposium incorporating Assistive Technology.  

Following on from the success of the European Seating Symposium in May 2007, we have put together an exciting and

extensive programme for our 2nd symposium which is now being accommodated in the prestigious surroundings of Trinity

College in the heart of Dublin city centre.

The new venue gives us the opportunity to expand the symposium for speakers, delegates and exhibitors. This conference

gives everyone working in the area of Assistive Technology, Seating and Mobility an opportunity to come together to share

information and network with colleagues. 

We are very privileged to have eminent speakers from all over the world attending and presenting at the symposium including:

• Dr Andre Du Plessis, Associate Professor of Neurology, Harvard Medical School, USA

• Dr Kay Ohlendieck, Chair of Biology, National University of Ireland, Maynooth, Ireland

• Dr Matt Ramer, Associate Professor, British Columbia Neurotrauma Fund Professor ICORD, Canada

• Bengt Engstrom, Director, Bengt Engstrom Seating, Sweden

• Leanne Ramer, Doctoral Trainee, Heart, Stroke Foundation of Canada

• Dr Damien McCormack, Orthopaedic Surgeon, Temple St Children’s Hospital, Ireland

• Dr Paul Kubic, Pulmonologist, Gilette Children’s Speciality Heathcare, St Pauls, USA

In order to provide the best training opportunity, our pre-symposium speakers include:

• Sharon Pratt, Director of Education, Sunrise Medical, USA

• Jean L. Minkel, Director, Minkel Consulting, USA

• Ginny Paleg, Paediatric Physical Therapist, Neuro Development Treatment Association, USA

• Kendra Betz, Prosthetics Clinical Co-Ordinator, Veterans Association, USA

Biographies of our speakers can be viewed at www.seating.ie/about/speakers

The pre-symposium and the conference are eligible for CEU credits from both the University of Pittsburgh and the Department

of Occupational Therapy in Trinity College. The symposium is an invaluable opportunity for Equipment users, Occupational

Therapists, Physiotherapists, Engineers, Speech and Language therapists, Researchers, Technologists, Medical practioners and

Scientists to gather together in Dublin during September 2009.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your support in the past and I look forward to welcoming 

you to Dublin in September.

Simon Hall

Chairperson of European Seating Symposium incorporating Assistive Technology
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Presymposium Full Day Courses 
Fee: €120

Please see registration form at back of brochure for booking and payment

9.30 - 16.30 Powered Mobility for Younger Children 

Ginny Paleg

9.30 - 17.30 9.30 - 12.30: Seating, Mobility and Skin Considerations for the
Bariatric Client - Persons with a diagnosis of Obesity 

13.30 - 17.30: Multiple Sclerosis - Trying to meet the challenge: 
seating and mobility  for a progressive impairment

Jean Minkel

9.30 - 16.30 Seating for Function - Let’s Start with the Analysis 

Sharon Pratt

9.30 - 16.30 Advanced Skills and Training for Lightweight Manual Wheelchairs

Kendra Betz

9.30 - 16.30 Introduction to Educational Assistive Technologies 

Ann Jackson & Ciara Fitzsimons

9.30 - 16.30 Outcome Measures and Evidence Based Practice

Forum delivered by Mary McDonagh

Monday 14th September 2009
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Course description: 

Evidence based therapy begins with knowing the studies that support your practice patterns.  This fast paced
session will intertwine the latest research on the effects of mobility on cognition with real case stories of toddlers
who are learning to drive.  

Pediatric seating and positioning will be briefly addressed as we discuss how spinal curves are formed, the
consequences of inactivity, specific interventions to protect hips, and how common seating applications could
deform a growing pelvis.  

Specific protocols and strategies will be demonstrated using a variety of equipment.  You will leave this session
believing that toddlers, even (and especially!)those with the most severe levels of gross motor dysfunction (GMFCS
IV and V) can and should be given access to power mobility.

Course objectives:

• Participants will be able to describe two benefits of mobility to very young children.

• Participants will be able to implement the scheduled training program. 

• Participants will be able to measure the success of each power mobility training session by using a precise 
outcomes measure.

• Participants will have a specific algorithm for increasing the degree of difficulty of learning to drive.

9.30 - 9.45 Welcome, orientation, introduction 

9.45 - 11.00 Review of the current evidence for power mobility

11.00 - 11.15 Break

11.15 - 12.30 The effects of early mobility on cognition

12.30 - 1.30 Lunch

1.30 - 3.00 Essentials of seating the 0-7

3.00 - 3.15 Break

3.15 - 4.15 The latest evidence based training strategies and 
outcome measures 

4.15 - 4.30 Q and A

Powered Mobility for Younger Children
Ginny Paleg, DScPT
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Seating, Mobility and Skin
Considerations for the Bariatric Client -
Persons with a diagnosis of Obesity

Jean L. Minkel, P.T. ATP

Course description:
This workshop will cover the unique postural support,
skin integrity, and mobility needs of the bariatric
client. Obesity presents many impairments -
respiratory, circulatory and skin integrity, which have
an impact on almost every functional activity.
Participants will learn to conduct a seating
assessment to determine the needed postural
supports to encourage function and protects skin
intergrity.

In addition to seating supports, considertation to
providing functional mobility will be addressed.
Options and considerations for providing manual
mobility and power mobility will be presented.  A
discussion will also be facilaited to consider issues of
skin intergrity beyond pressure management.

Course objectives:
Participants in this workshop will learn:

• To assess the distribution of adipose tissue when 
the person assumes the seated position.

• To measure the bariatric client in order to provide 
postural support and accommodate excessive tissue
as needed.

• To determine the center of gravity of the bariatric 
client and use this information in the set-up of a 
wheeled mobility base.

• To understand the advantages and disadvantages 
of manual versus power mobility for the bariatric 
client.

• To consider skin intergrity concerns when working 
with a person with obesity.

Multiple Sclerosis - Trying to meet the
challenge: seating and mobility for a
progressive impairment

Jean L. Minkel, P.T. ATP

Course description:
Multiple Sclerosis, as a non-predictable, progressive
neurological disease, presents unique challenges
when trying to address a persons mobility and
postural support needs. This workshop will cover the
unique functional considerations when working with
persons with MS.  During the presentation, the stages
of progression will be shared as a means to
understand the possible rate of change.

In addition, case studies will be used to review
options for seating and mobility, as well as, other
modalities including therapeutic exercise and
pharmacology options will be shared with the
participants. Participants will be asked to share their
own success stories and cases where challenges still
need to be addressed.

Course objectives:
• To understand the pathophysiology of the MS 

Disease process
• To identify the stages of progression of the disease

process.
• To evaluate the mobility needs of the person with 

MS during different stages of progression.
• To understand the postural support and skin 

intergrity needs of person with MS, especially in 
later stages of progression.

• To appreciate the psycho-social impact on a 
progressive disability on the patient and family.

9.30 - 9.45 Introduction to bariatrics - 
the study of obesity

9.45 - 10.30 Seating assessment - 
distribution of tissue 
postural support needs, 
identification of the 
resultant center of gravity

10.30 - 11.00 Postural support options - 
back support and cushion 
options

11.00 - 11.15 Break
11:15 - 12.00 Mobility options - power 

bases and manual bases
12.00 - 12.15 Skin Intergrity - It’s not just

pressure
12.15 - 12.30 Wrap-up

1.00 - 2.00 Introduction to Multiple 
Sclerosis - What causes the 
changes in function? 

2.00 - 2.30 Functional assessment - 
evaluating strategies, 
device use and personal 
assistance

2.30 - 3.00 Tools available for 
functional mobility  

3.00 - 3.15 Break
3.15 - 4.00 Providing support - 

watching the skin
4.00 - 4.30 Psychosocial considerations 

for persons with MS
4.30 - 5.15 Case Presentations - 

Audience participation 
ENCOURAGED

5.15 - 5.30 Wrap-up
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Course description:
This comprehensive and interactive seating program is designed to provide immediately applicable concepts to
anyone involved in the assessment and prescription of seating and mobility technology. The focus of discussion in
this course will be on principles and biomechanics of seating and the assessment process from initial client contact
through the final equipment prescription. Special emphasis will be placed on the “hands on” seating assessment
as well as on how to translate the assessment findings into generic product parameters.

We will challenge ourselves with the question - “do we react to symptoms or are we actually analyzing the cause
for some of the presenting postures we see everyday?” Examples and interactive discussion will take participants
through a process that will be most helpful as we strive to justify and be accountable for everything prescribed.
This course will facilitate critical thinking and assist therapists in confident decision-making, clear documentation
and positive objective outcomes.

Course objectives:
Upon completion of this course participants will have a clear and practical understanding of and will be able to:

• Discuss the goals of seating and mobility

• Explain optimal vs. deviated postures and their relationship with function

• Identify symptoms versus actual causes...

• Explain the relationship between posture and skin

• Discuss best practices in the management of decubitus ulcers related to seating

• Demonstrate “The mat assessment” - supine and sitting

• Explain the importance of accurate measuring technique

• Formulate the assessment findings to develop objectives

• Translate assessment findings into cushion and back support parameters

9:30 - 9:45 Introductions, review agenda and materials 
Goals of seating and mobility

9:45 - 10:30 Think about and analyze the footprint of seating 

10:30- 10:45 Break

10:45 - 11.15 Consider symptoms that we react to every day 
Normal vs. deviated postures and their relationship with function and skin

11.15 - 11:30 Brief review

11:30 - 12:30 The etiology and best practices in the management of decubitus ulcers
Are we identifying “at risk” clients?

12:30 - 1:30 Lunch

1:30 - 2:45 “The mat assessment” - supine and sitting: demonstration
Hands on Lab (if environment is suitable) - Participants will do evaluations 
on each other if space permits

2:45 - 3:15 Understanding the dimensions we commonly measure
Are we asking for what we really want?
Hand on lab (bring a measuring tape) if space permits

3:15 - 3:30 Translating assessment findings into product parameters
Thinking about cushions and back supports

3:30 - 3:45               Break

3:45 - 4:15 Translating assessment findings... (Cont)

4:15 - 4:30             Questions and wrap up

Seating for Function - Let’s start with the Analysis
Sharon Pratt, P.T.
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9:30 - 9:45 Welcome and Overview of the Day

9.45 - 10.45 Manual Wheelchair Configuration for Skills Training

10.45 - 11.15 Wheelchair Propulsion & Mobility Techniques

11.15 - 11.30 Break

11.30 - 12.30 Hands-on Skills Lab

12.30 - 1.30 Lunch

1.30 - 2.00 Wheelies: Basics to Advanced Skills

2.00 - 3.00 Hands-on Skills Lab

3.00 - 3.15 Break

3.15 - 4.15 Additional Education Topics for Manual Wheelchair Users

4:15 - 4:30       Discussion & Questions
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Lightweight Manual Wheelchairs: Essential Client
Education and Advanced Skills Training
Kendra Betz, P.T., ATP
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Course description: 

Manual wheelchair users require comprehensive education and training that is directly and indirectly related to
actual wheelchair use. This session supports rehabilitation professionals to understand and provide comprehensive
client support for maximized independence, advanced mobility skills, safety, long term health, and improved
quality of life. Guidance will be offered for practical education methods and training techniques.  Live
demonstration and hands-on practice will be emphasized.

Course objectives:

• Coordinate a comprehensive education and training program for manual wheelchair users.

• Describe the treatment progression from basic wheelchair maneuvers to advanced wheelchair skills.

• Identify 4 wheelchair propulsion styles and identify biomechanically advantageous propulsion techniques.

• Perform and teach a wheelchair “wheelie”.

• Perform and teach three advanced “wheelie” skills.



Technology to Compensate for Handwriting
Difficulties
Ann Jackson & Ciara Fitzsimons

Monday 14th September 2009 - Presymposium Courses

Course description: 
Within mainstream education, many students present with difficulties handwriting.  Typically these children have
been diagnosed with conditions such as dyspraxia, hemiplegia, fatigue issues, students presenting with Muscular
Dystrophy or Freidrich’s Ataxia. 

Assistive Technology is frequently sought as a solution for these issues.  These can include developing typing skills
as an alternative means to produce work, using alternative keyboards and mice, and also the use of software
packages to increase the student’s speed of production.  

Technology within this area in Ireland is funded directly by the Department of Education, with recommendations
being made by either Occupational Therapists or Assistive Technology Specialists. 

Course objectives:

• Participants will cover the range of technology, both hardware and software, that is available to suit the needs 
of these students.

• Participants will cover the basic principles of assessment for compensatory technology within the school setting.

• Participants will cover integration of this software within an educational setting.  

• Participants will cover the Department of Education’s Grant protocols.

9:30 - 9:45 General Introduction to Technology for Education

9:45 - 11:00 Low Tech & Low Cost Technology Options

Strategies for Introducing Technology into Classroom 

General Introduction to Educational Software 

11:00 - 11:15 Break

11:15 - 12:00 Hardware review

Alphasmart vs Laptop vs Desktop Debate

12:00 - 12:45 Windows Accessibility Features

12:45 - 1:30 Lunch

1:30 - 2:15 Word Prediction Packages

2:15 - 2:45 Onscreen Keyboards

2:45 - 3:30 Voice Recognition Software

3:30 - 3:45 Break

3:45 - 4:00 Assessment Protocols

4:00 - 4:15 Department of Education Grant Scheme Information 

4:15 - 4:30       Questions & Discussion
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Outcome Measures and Evidence Based Practice
Chairperson: Mary McDonagh

Course description:

A forum of clinicians, educators and researchers will come together to discuss the importance and relevance of
Outcome Measures to clinical practice in the field of assistive technology and specialised seating. There will be an
overview of measures available and their practical application will be given along with advice on how to introduce
them successfully in everyday practice. 

Course objectives:

• Understand the importance of outcome measurement in assistive technology and seating practice

• Identify appropriate outcome measures for your clinical practice

• Identify strategies to help you incorporate the use of outcome measures in the clinical setting

9.30 - 9.45 Introduction

9.45 - 11.00 The Relevance of using Outcome Measures in the Clinical Setting
Shirley Fitzgerald, Researcher, University of South Florida

11.00 - 11.30 Break

11.30 - 12.30 The ICF and Participation: Clinical and Research Applications
Alan Lyons, Senior Physiotherapist and Clinical Researcher, 
Enable Ireland Cork and Kerry Services

12.30 - 1.30 The Development of the Functioning Everyday in a Wheelchair 
Outcome Measure
Mark Schmeler, Director, Continuing Education Program & 
International Seating Symposium, University of Pittsburgh

1.30 - 2.30 Lunch

2.30 - 3.30 Implementing the use of Assistive Technology and Specialised 
Seating Outcome Measures in a clinical setting
Mary Kay McDonagh, Senior Physiotherapist, Co-ordinator of Training 
and Development, Assistive Technology and Specialised Seating 
Department, Central Remedial Clinic.

3.30 - 4.30 Discussion
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Poster Presentations

MODELLING ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY SYSTEMS
John Gilligan, School of Computing, Dublin Institute of Technology, Ireland

SEATING ASSESSMENT - AN ONLINE COURSE
Maureen Storey, Sunny Hill Health Centre for Children, Canada

IMPACT OF DYNAMIC AND PASSIVE STANDING AND NON-WEIGHT BEARING ON THE BONE 
MINERAL DENSITY IN IMMOBILIZED CHILDREN
Megan Damcott, New Jersey Institute of Technology, USA

PARACENTRUM FENIX BRNO
Lia Vasickova, Paracentrum Fenix, Czech Republic

STRENGTH ANALYSIS FOR POSTURE SUPPORT DEVICES
Hideyuki Hirose, National Rehabilitation Centre for Persons with Disabilities, Japan

A SIMPLE SEATING SOLUTION FOR A PATIENT IN A VEGETATIVE STATE - CASE STUDY
Muireann de Roiste, The Adelaide and Meath Hospital, Dublin, Ireland

INFLUENCE OF WHEELCHAIR POSITIONING AIDS ON THE RESPIRATORY FUNCTION OF 
PATIENTS WITH DUCHENNE MUSCULAR DYSTROPHY
Sabrina Almeida, Associacao De Assistencia A Crianca Deficiente - Aacd, Brazil

A COMPARISION OF MATERIALS AVAILABLE FOR USE WITH CUSTOM MOULDED SEATING 
SYSTEMS
Nicola Holbrook, Contour 886, UK

STRADDLE SEAT
Roslyn Livingstone, Sunny Hill Health Centre, Canada

MAKING USE OF SCARCE RESOURCES IN TIMES OF BOOM OR BUST: THE WHEELCHAIR 
AND SEATING SERVICE PROJECT (WASSP)
Aiden Mc Garry, Enable Ireland, Ireland
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08.00 - 09.00 REGISTRATION AND COFFEE

PLENARY SESSION (McNEILL THEATRE)

09.00 - 09.15 OPENING OF ESS 2009 - Simon Hall
Director of European Seating Symposium

09.15 - 09.30 OPENING ADDRESS -  Dr Owen Hensey
Medical Director, Central Remedial Clinic, Dublin.

09.30 - 10.30 KEYNOTE SPEAKER - Adré J. du Plessis, MBChB, MPH
Associate Professor of Neurology

“Mechanisms and manifestations of fetal and neonatal brain injury”

Adré has 24 years of experience in Neurology, with specialties in Cerebral Palsy, Fetal-Neonatal 
Neurology, Neurology and Newborn Medicine. Adré is Associate Professor of Neurology, Harvard 
Medical School, Boston, MA and is involved in Advanced Fetal Care Center, Fetal-Neonatal 
Neurology Program, Infant Follow-Up Program and Neuromotor Therapy Program. 

10.30 - 11.30 KEYNOTE SPEAKER - Bengt Engstrom

“Ergonomic Seating: A True Challenge”

Bengt is a freelance PT, lecturer and author. Bengt has written several books on ergonomic seating 
and wheelchair adaption. He runs a company “Bengt Engstrom Seating” providing practical seating 
and wheelchair seminars. He has also consulted to many worldwide manufacturers on product design.

11.30 - 12.00 EXHIBITION AND COFFEE

12.00 - 12.45 PARALLEL PAPER SESSIONS:
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Tuesday 15th September 2009

PRESSURE
MANAGEMENT
MAXWELL THEATRE

Integrating interface
pressure mapping into
clinical practice 
Jo Anne Chisholm, 
O.T., Access Community
Therapists, Canada
(15 mins)

A clinical study on the
use of pressure mapping
to characterize seating
posture of children with
cerebral palsy
John Tiernan
Senior Clinical Engineer, 
Enable Ireland
(15 mins)

Ultrasound imaging - is it
useful in seating
assessment
May Stinson
O.T., University of Ulster
(15 mins)

SERVICE
PROVISION 
JOLY THEATRE

Implementation of
clinical practice
guidelines
Laura McClure
University of Pittsburg

A practical discussion
on the implementation
of clinical practice
guidelines into an acute
rehabilitation setting
and the problems
encountered
(45 mins)

SEATING TILT IN
SPACE 
SALMON THEATRE

Typical tilt in space
behavious and the
blood flow and pressure
changes that occur with
tilt
Sharon Sonblum
Georgia Tech
(20 mins)

When to think abut
lateral tilt and why
Stephanie Tanguay
Motion Concepts
(20 mins)

ASSISTIVE
TECHNOLOGY
McNEILL THEATRE

Cervico Mandibular
stabilsation in the
managment of
Dysarthria Atheoid
Cerebral Palsy
Venkatacannon P
Physiotherapist
ICRC, Ethiopia

(15 mins)

Communication Modes
- A Technological
Continuum
Muireann McCleary
SLT, Central Remedial
Clinic

(15 mins)

A discriminatory switch
for Control of AT in the
Presence of Spasticity
Dr. Jeff Morris
Cardiff and Vale NHS

(15 mins)

WHEELCHAIR
ASSESSMENT
LUCE THEATRE

Clinical Guidelines for
Wheelchairs
Assessments
Maria Amnell
Education Manager,
ETAC, Sweden
(45 mins)



12.45 - 2.30 EXHIBITION AND LUNCH

1.30 - 2.30 EXHIBITOR PRESENTATIONS

2.30 - 5.00 WORKSHOPS

(3.30 - 4.00 COFFEE BREAK)
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JOLY THEATRE

The Assessment is done
- Where do I go from
here?

Stephanie Laurence
OT Reg, Motion Concepts
(1 hour)

Remaining sane in
insane places: working
effectively in todays
health service

Paul O’Donoghue
Chief Psychologist,
Central Remedial Clinic

(1 hour)

BEGINNER

MAXWELL THEATRE

Dynamic Seating

Wayne Hanson
President, Kids Up

(2 hours)

ADVANCED

SALMON THEATRE

Finding the Comfort
Zone - Can pressure
management equal
comfort?

Sheila Buck
O.T., Canada

(1 hour)

Combining Technologies
for Pressure
Management

Tricia Henley
Clinical Applications
Manager, Roho
(1 hour)

INTERMEDIATE

LUCE THEATRE

Beginning Powered
Mobility

Roslyn Livingston 
Occupational Therapist,
Sunny Hill Centre for
Children, Canada

(2 hours)

INTERMEDIATE

McNEILL THEATRE

Do you have your
clients’ back?

Jackie Macauley
PT, ATP and Clinical
Education and Training,
Sunrise Medical

(1 hour)

Seat slope, back height,
camber, fendered
guards - 
is the jury in or out?

Julianna Arva
Manager Sales and
Education, Tilite

(1 hour)

ADVANCED

EVENING ENTERTAINMENT - TUESDAY 15th 

Reception in the State Apartments, Dublin Castle

Time: 7.00pm - 9.00pm

Dublin Castle is the heart of historic Dublin. In fact the city gets its name from the Black Pool -
“Dubh Linn” which was on the site of the present Castle garden. The Castle stands on the ridge o a
strategic site at the junction of the River Liffey and its tributary the Poddle, where the original
fortification may have been an early Gaelic Ring Fort. Later a Viking Fortress stood on this site - a
portion of which is on view to visitors at the “Undercroft”.

The South range houses the magnificent State Apartments that were built as the residential
quarters of the viceregal court. They are now the venue for Ireland’s Presidencies of the European
Community, Presidential Inaugurations and State Functions.

TIME LUCE THEATRE

1.30 - 2.00 Latest in ultra light
“Active” Technology;
Quickie Helium and 
Jay Lite Cushion
SUNRISE MEDICAL

2.00 - 2.30 Effective Special 
Seating Services
SPECIAL ORTHOTICS

HAMILTON LTEE1

Stimulite Honeycomb
Cushions - Total Pressure
Management 
&
NuDrive - An Innovative
leverdrive propulsion
system
MOBILITY PRODUCT

SOLUTIONS

The ACE - One Chair,
Three Choices
CRC MEDICAL

HAMILTON LTEE2

A Clinical Approach to
Active Seating
BODYPOINT

The aims and manufacture
of special seating
OTTOBOCK

HAMILTON LTEE3

SmartWheel - collect data to aid
wheelchair evaluation & skills
and thus reduce upper limb
pain and injury
&
Tailwind - the new power assist
wheelchair also aiding upper
extremity relief
MOORINGS MEDIQUIP

The Netti Range of Wheelchairs
- At Last Comfort and Pressure
Relief mets postural upport!
(and style too!)
JOHN PRESTON LTD



08.00 - 09.00 REGISTRATION AND COFFEE

PLENARY SESSION (McNEILL THEATRE)

09.00 - 09.45 SPEAKER - Matt S Ramer, Phd

Associate Professor (Zoology/Neurosurgery)
British Columbia Neurotrauma Fund Chair
Michael Smith Foundation for Health Research Senior Scholar
CIHR New Investigator

“Sensory plasticity in spinal cord injury: of signals and filters”

09.45 - 10.30 SPEAKER: Leanne Ramer

Doctoral Trainee, Heart and Stroke Foundation of Canada
Autonomic Research Unit ICORD (International Collaboration on Repair Discoveries)

“Autonomic Dysfunction in Spinal Cord Injury: perils and progress”

10.30 - 11.30 EXHIBITION AND COFFEE

11.30- 12.30 PARALLEL PAPER SESSIONS:
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Wednesday 16th September 2009

INNOVATION

JOLY THEATRE

The Innovation
Experience: Reflections
and Practicalities of
Developing an Adult
Seating System
Dr Alison Porter
Armstrong
Senior Lecturer, 
University of Ulster
(15 mins)

Giving the products the
clinical know how
Claire Wright
O.T., Clinical Research
Manager, Leckey
(15 mins)

Integrating Legislative,
User and Clinical
Perspectives: A
Manufacturers
perspective for the
development of power
wheelchairs
Dirk Dauw
Technical and Regulatory
Affairs Director, Invacare
(15 mins)

Life of a wheelchair -
wheelchair business 101
Stephanie Lawrence
O.T., Motion Concepts
(15 mins)

SERVICE
PROVISION 
MAXWELL THEATRE

Nationwide Mobile
Wheelchair and Seating
Service
Emily Gooder
Professional Advisor,
New Zealand
(20 mins)

Providing Seating by
Telehealth - How can it
be done and how well
does it work?
Ingrid Barlow
O.T., Canada
(20 mins)

Systematic Development
and outcome of a
protocol for the
provision of wheelchair
service via telerehabilita-
tion
Rich Schein
Post Doctoral Associate,
University of Pittsburgh
(20 mins)

Uniting Nations in
Wheelchair Service
Provision Developed and
Developing Worlds
Rosemary Gowran
Lecturer in OT, 
University of Limerick
(15 mins)

ASSISTIVE
TECHNOLOGY
SALMON THEATRE

Integrating AT and
universal design
Bernard Timmins
D.I.T.
(15 mins)

Smark Home Iris
Julija Ocepek
O.T., Slovenia
(15 mins)

AT Solutions with
restricted resources
Sean Loughran
AT Technician, 
Enable Ireland
(15 mins)

Applying a universal
design template in
creating a novel
assistive device
Kelly Kaneswaran
Engineer, 
Univerity of Limerick
(15 mins)

SEATING

McNEILL THEATRE

Dynamic versus rigid
seating systems in
cerebral palsy: A
quantitative comparison
Martino Avellis
Education and Business
Development Manager
(15 mins)

Sitting playfully: Does
the use of a centre of
gravity computer game
controller influence the
sitting and functional
ability of children with
neuremotor dysfunction
Will Wade
O.T., Ace Centre
(15 mins)

Getting the most out of
wheelchair users seating
equipment even when
the ideal is out of reach
Bart Van der Heyden
Director of European
Training and Education,
Roho
(15 mins)

Wheelchairs: Users
Perspectives
Vijay Suple
O.T., Canada
(15 mins)

DYNAMIC SEATING

LUCE THEATRE

The Medical and
Psyiological Causes of
Perceived Discomfort: 
A Support for Dynamic
Movement
Jenny Lieberman
Advanced Clinical
Specialist, Mount Sinai
(60 mins)



12.30 - 2.30 EXHIBITION AND LUNCH

1.30 - 2.30 EXHIBITOR PRESENTATIONS

2.30 - 5.00 WORKSHOPS 

(3.30 - 4.00 COFFEE BREAK)
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McNEILL THEATRE

Functional mobility
solutions for kids

Amy Meyer
Physiotherapist., 
Permobil

INTERMEDIATE
(2 hours)

MAXWELL THEATRE

Goldsmith Indices of
Body Symmetry

John & Liz Goldsmith

INTERMEDIATE
(2 hours)

SALMON THEATRE

Seating and handling
bariatric patients

Malene Pernille
Alexandrowiz
O.T., Denmark
(40 mins)

Seating and mobility
assesement for bariatric
clients both adult and
paediatric

Jane Fontein
O.T., PDG

Kathy Fisher
Canada
(80 mins)

BEGINNER

JOLY THEATRE

When considering
seating solutions where
do off the shelf
applications stop and
where should custom
shaping start?

Sharon Pratt
Director of Education,
Sunrise Medical

Tom Whelan
VP Clinical Content and
Research, Sunrise Medical

INTERMEDIATE
(90 mins)

LUCE THEATRE

Successful power
mobility through
optimal programming

Jackie Macauley
P.T., Sunrise Medical

(1 hour)

To push or not to push:
Power versus manual
mobility

Mark Schmeler
University of Pittsburgh
and Kendra Betz
Veterans Association

(1 hour)

ADVANCED

EVENING ENTERTAINMENT - WEDNESDAY 16th

Entertainment in the Morgan Hotel, Temple Bar

Time: 8.00pm - til late - Morgan Hotel

cc

TIME LUCE THEATRE

1.30 - 2.00 Next Generation 
Configured Powered 
Mobility
MMS MEDICAL

2.00 - 2.30 Pressurecare Relax 
Wheelchair Cushions
Trulife

HAMILTON LTEE1

Developing Age Specific
products using a child
centred design principle
LECKEY

Recyclability in the
assessment solution 
TOOLS FOR LIVING

HAMILTON LTEE2

The Action NG Manual
Wheelchair family
INVACARE

Back it up - Back suport to
Enhance Function
MOTION CONCEPTS

HAMILTON LTEE3

Electronic Assistive
Technology - Systems for
Independent Living
POSSUM

Manual Tilt-In-Space
wheelchairs - More Than 
One Option
PDG



08.00 - 09.00 REGISTRATION AND COFFEE

PLENARY SESSION (McNEILL THEATRE)

08.30 - 09.15 SPEAKER - Dr Paul Kubic

Pulmonologist, Gillette Children’s Speciality Healthcare, St Paul Minneapolis

“Breathing and Paediatric Neuromuscular Disorders”

09.30 - 10.30 SPEAKER - Mr Damien McCormack 

Orthopaedic Surgeon, Temple Street Children’s Hospital, Dublin

“Orthopaedic and non surgical interventions for non ambulant people with 
neuromuscular conditions”

10.30 - 11.30 SPEAKER - Dr Kay Ohlendieck Phd

Chair of Biology at the National University of Ireland, Maynooth

Dr. Ohlendieck was awarded a principal investigator grant from Science Foundation Ireland in 2004
for studying the proteomic profile of skeletal muscle fibres. Over the last 12 years, the European 
Commission, the Wellcome Trust, the Health Research Board, Enterprise Ireland and Muscular 
Dystrophy Ireland have funded his research into skeletal muscle biology. For this work, he received 
the 2006 IAS Medal from the Biochemical Society. 

“Proteomic Profiling of X-Linked Muscular Dystrophy”

11.30 - 12.15 EXHIBITION AND COFFEE

12.15 - 1.15 PARALLEL PAPER SESSIONS:
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Thursday 17th September 2009

WHEELCHAIR
ISSUES
SALMON THEATRE

Do I know enough? OT
as a wheelchair
prescriber
Heather Purcell
O.T., University of
Limerick
(15 mins)

Me to You - Instructions
for use
John Tiernan
Senior Clinical Engineer,
Enable Ireland
(15 mins)

Wheelchair seating
equipment for children:
parents and carers
views
Gillian Taylor
O.T., UK
(15 mins)

Exploring wheelchair
users views on public
transport - accessibility
in an urban Irish context
Irina Jackson
O.T.,
University of Limerick
(15 mins)

PRESSURE

JOLY THEATRE

Seated Interface
Pressures: Comparison
of a flat seat and a
saddle seat
Dr Jill Ramsey
UK
(15 mins)

Managing temperature
and humidity in
wheelchair seating
Allen Siekman
Chief Executive, 
Siekman Consulting
(45 mins)

CLINICAL ISSUES

McNEILL THEATRE

Posti F Project AFM Paris
Sylvain van
Wassenhove
O.T., France
(15 mins)

Equal Rights for
wheelchair users:
Slovenia Model
Angela Rotar
O.T., Slovenia
(15 mins)

Wheelchair loadings
during tie-down and
transportation
Dr Peter Watson
Principal Bio-engineer,
Musgrave Park Hospital,
Northern Ireland
(15 mins)

Instrumental Analysis of
clinical effectiveness -
promedicare
versa/adecta system
Rosaria Caforio &
Daniela Biacchi
Rehabilitation Medicine,
Italy
(15 mins)

SEATING

SYNGE THEATRE

Single case study: 
An evaluation of the
seating of a ventilator
dependent adult male
Lynda Clarke
O.T., Northern Ireland
(15 mins)

Pathology of seating
and positioning in
wheelchairs and pain of
shoulder in paraplegic
Lia Vasickova
Czech Rep
(15 mins)

Building blocks for an
operational 24 hour
postural management
pathway
Elaine Murray
Manager, Seat Tech
(15 mins)

Results of a seating
audit within an Irish
nursing home
Richard Kellowan
O.T., Canada
(15 mins)

TRANSPORT

LUCE THEATRE

European Safety for
wheelchair users in
transport
Bob Appleyard
Unwin Safety Systems
(60 mins)



1.15 - 2.30 EXHIBITION AND LUNCH

1.45 - 2.15 EXHIBITOR PRESENTATIONS

2.30 - 4.30 WORKSHOPS
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SYNGE THEATRE

Controlling the pelvis in
seating

Allen Siekman
Chief Executive, 
Siekman Consulting
(2 hours)

McNEILL THEATRE

Wheelchair Design -
Influence and Reactions

Bengt Engstrom
Physiotherapist, 
Director, 
Bengt Engstrom Seating
(2 hours)

SALMON THEATRE

Physiologic relationship
between posture, skin
and function

Stephanie Tanguay
Clinical Education
Specialist,
Motion Concepts
(2 hours)

Postural Support in Sit
to Stand Wheelchairs
Dave Cooper
Rehabilitation
Technologist, Sunny Hill
(1 hour)

LUCE THEATRE

Power wheelchairs for
children

Lauren Rosen
Physiotherapist., USA
(2 hours)

JOLY THEATRE

Aging with a disability

Susan Johnson Taylor
O.T.
(1 hour)

Maintaining dignity and
function: Restraint free
seating and positioning
for the aging
population

Sheila Buck
O.T., Canada
(1 hour)

TIME LUCE THEATRE

1.45 - 2.15 Latest in ultra light
“Active” Technology;
Quickie Helium and 
Jay Lite Cushion
SUNRISE MEDICAL

HAMILTON LTEE1

The “Protocol Promedicare”
to customize the seating
systems giving real answers
to special needs of patients
with severe disability
PROMEDICARE

HAMILTON LTEE2

Bariatric mobility products
in the home and in the
community
COBI PDG

HAMILTON LTEE3

Pressure mapping seats in
daily clinical practice
VISTA MEDICAL

FRIDAY 18th SEPTEMBER: OPEN DAY VISITS

Open Day Visits to Central Remedial Clinic

www.crc.ie

Time: 11.00am - 1.00pm

Please book in advance by emailing info@seating.ie

Maximum 20 participants per tour.
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Exhibition Space



HAMILTON BUILDING - GROUND HALL

STAND NO EXHIBITOR

1 John Preston & Co
www.johnpreston.ie

2 & 3 Moorings Mediquip Group
www.mooringsmediquip.co.uk

4 & 5 PDG Product Design Group
www.pdgmobility.com

6,7 & 8 James Leckey Design
www.leckey.com

10 Boavista Solutions
www.boavistasolutions.eu

11, 12 & 13 Chunc
www.chunc.com

14 Biosense Medical
www.biosensemedical.com

15 MMS Medical Limited
www.mmsmedical.ie

16 Sunrise Medical
www.sunrisemedical.com

17 & 18 Conference Registration Desk

19 Invacare
www.invacare.com

20 Permobil Europe B.V.
www.permobil.com

21 Fannin Ltd
www.fannin.ie

22 Glencar Medical Ltd
www.glencar.ie

23 Disability Needs
mobilityproductsolutions@eircom.net

24 & 25 Otto Bock Healthcare Plc
www.ottobock.co.uk

26 Possum
www.possum.co.uk

HAMILTON BUILDING - UPPER HALL

STAND NO EXHIBITOR

30 MPS Mobility Product Solutions
mobilityproductsolutions@eircom.net

31 Rsscan International N.V.
www.rsscan.com

32 Vicair
www.vicair.com

33 Promedicare
www.promedicare.it

34 Bodypoint Inc
www.bodypoint.com

35 Motion Concepts
www.motionconcepts.com

36 LC Seating
www.lcseating.ie

37 Meditec
www.meditecmedical.ie

LUCE HALL

1 & 2 Sunrise Medical
www.sunrisemedical.com

3 & 4 MMS Medical Limited
www.mmsmedical.ie

5 Northern Healthcare
jennifer@northernhealthcare.co.uk

6 OSD
www.osd.it

7 CRC Medical - www.crcmedical.com
Delta Orthopaedic - delta@eircom.net

8 Trulife
www.trulife.com

9 Tools for Living
www.toolsforliving.co.uk

10 & 11 Invacare
www.invacare.com

12 Permobil
www.permobil.com

13 & 14 Special Orthotics
www.specialisedorthoticservices.co.uk

14b RUPIANI
www.rupiani.fr

Exhibitor Listing

MPS

DDEELLTTAA
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Dublin & Accommodation

ABOUT THE VENUE: TRINITY COLLEGE
Trinity College, Dublin was founded in 1592 and is the only constituent college
of the University of Dublin. Trinity and the University of Dublin form Ireland’s
oldest and most prestigious university. The campus occupies 47 acres with many
buildings, both old and new, ranged around large courts and two playing fields.
The Library of Trinity College is a copyright library for Ireland and the United
Kingdom, containing over 4.5 million books and significant quantities of maps,
manuscripts and music. Trinity College is one of the most significant tourist
attractions in Dublin.

ABOUT DUBLIN CITY
Dublin is both the largest city and capital of Ireland. It is located near the
midpoint of Ireland’s east coast, at the mouth of the River Liffey and at the centre
of the Dublin region. Founded as a Viking settlement, the city has been Ireland’s
primary city for most of the island’s history since medieval times. Dublin has now
become one of Europes most well known cities and is renowned for its beauty,
friendliness, culture and fun. 

ACCOMMODATION

TRINITY COLLEGE APARTMENTS:
Accommodation is available on site in Trinity college at:
http://www.tcd.ie/accommodation/visitors

Please note that in the PROMOTION CODE section, the text: SEATING
should be entered.

THE MORGAN HOTEL:
The conference hotel www.themorgan.com  is offering special rates at the
moment and can be booked by contacting Joanne on 353 1 6437000 or
reservations@themorgan.com and quoting “ESS 2009”.

WHEN IN DUBLIN...

Your versatile lifestyle manager and
personal concierge promising bespoke
services in Dublin, emphasised with
luxury and style.

When in Dublin....spoil yourself, enjoy
yourself, indulge yourself, let yourself
go, spoil a loved one.

• Travel and transportation - private jets, 
helicopters, cruisers, cars, limousines

• Dining experiences
• Spas, health and beauty
• Activities - extreme, leisure, corporate 

and groups
• Apartments & penthouses
• Events and venues
• Tickets and corporate packages
• Flowers, gifts, hampers and corporate 

branded luxury gifts

Tel: 00353 (0) 86 7221777
Email: info@whenindublin.ie
Web: www.whenindublin.ie



DELEGATE REGISTRATION FORM

FINAL REGISTRATION
PRICES

DELEGATE DETAILS

SURNAME:

FIRST NAME:

ORGANISATION/AFFILIATION:

ADDRESS:

COUNTRY:

TEL (including country code):

EMAIL:

TOTAL FEE ENCLOSED:

PAYMENT METHODS

Credit card: VISA          Mastercard

Credit Card Number:

Expiry Date:              / CCV Number: (last 3 digits on reverse)

Name on Card:

Billing Address:

Signature:

Cheque Please make payable to the Central Remedial Clinic. 
Please write your name on the back of the cheque.

Bank Transfer Copy of transfer to be sent to: 

NATIONAL TRANSATIONS INTERNATIONAL TRANSACTIONS
Allied Irish Bank Allied Irish Bank
Account No: 07684074 IBAN: IE69AIBK93213207684074
Sort Code: 932132 BIC: AIBKIE2D
Account Name: CRC No. 1 Account Name: CRC No. 1
Please quote reference: ESS 2009 Please quote reference: ESS 2009

Worldpay: www.seating.ie/registration

Please send the completed booking form in BLOCK CAPITALS to: 

European Seating Symposium incorporating Assistive Technology, Assistive Technology and Specialised Seating Department, Central Remedial Clinic, 

Vernon Avenue, Clontarf, Dublin 3, Ireland. Phone: +353 1 854 2437  Fax: +353 1 854 2379  Email: lmccormack@crc.ie  Web: www.seating.ie

Sponsored by:Sponsored by:

€120

€120

€120

€120

€120

€120

DELEGATE COSTS

MONDAY 14th SEPTEMBER 2009:

Pre-symposium sessions
9.30 - 4.30pm

Powered Mobility for Young 
Children

The Challenges in Seating for
Bariatric Clients & Clients with
Multiple Sclerosis

Seating for Function - Let’s 
Start with the Analysis

Advanced Skills and Training for
Lightweight Manual Wheelchairs

Introduction to Educational
Assistive Technologies

Outcome Measures and 
Evidence Based Practice

TUESDAY 15th  - THURSDAY 17th 
SEPTEMBER 2009:

8.30 - 5.00pm
Full conference schedule

Early Bird 3-day (prior to 31/05/09) €350

Registration after 31/05/09 €400

Delegate one-day €150

Speaker one-day €80

Speaker three-day €240

Student one-day €60

Student three-day €180

TOTAL:     €
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Map of Trinity College, Dublin

1. Hamilton Building, Trinity College

2. Luce Hall, Trinity College

3. Morgan Hotel, Temple Bar

4. Long Room (Book of Kells), Trinity College

5. Dublin Castle

6. National Gallery of Ireland, Merrion Square

7. St. Stephen’s Green

8. St. Stephen’s Green Shopping Centre

9. Tourist Information Centre

LUAS Line

DART Line



For further information visit www.seating.ie
Phone: +353 1 854 2437  Fax: +353 1 854 2379  Email: info@seating.ie


